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to ravish and murder women and children, under
the eyes of their husbands and parents.

In the infancy of the establishment of the Pin-
darees on the banks of the Nerbudda, their devas-
tations were not carried to so great a distance
as afterwards, when they began to feel their
strength, and when the desolation of the imme-
diate neighbourhood, or its submission to the levy
of contributions on the condition of exemption,
made it requisite to push their expeditions to n,
distance, in order to make them sufficiently pro-
ductive. With the fruits of these expeditions,
the chiefs were, from the first, enabled to keep
together a large military force without much tor-*
ritorial revenue ; and to offer the occasional ser-
vices of a part of their strength to Sindheea,
Holkur, and other neighbouring chieftains, at a
cheaper rate than the same amount of assistance
was elsewhere procurable. By means of further
assignments obtained in recompense for such ser-
vices, and of conquests made by the bands thus
kept together upon the Grassea (aboriginal) Rajas,
in the mou&taina bwdewag the. Nerbudda* who
had never yet submitted to the Mahrattas, the
Kudaree chiefs gradually extended their in-
fluence ; while, at the same time, the reputation
of tlb^se successes brought additional swarms of
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